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Introducing Mike Bednarek 
 

What is your first clown memory, your 
first memory of meeting or seeing a 

clown? 

 

Interestingly, it’s not of any traditional 
clown.  But I do remember enjoying TV 
clowns like Lucille Ball, Gomer Pyle (Jim 
Nabors), Gilligan (Bob Denver), Red Skel-
ton, The Smothers Brothers, Groucho 
Marx, and Barney Fife (Don Knotts), as 
well as clown-like cartoon characters like 
Rocky and Bullwinkle, Bugs Bunny and 

Daffy Duck, Yogi Bear, and Road Runner and 
Wile E. Coyote. 

 

What made you want to become a clown? 

 

Serendipitously, I discovered there was a clown – a childlike, rascally, curious character – 
in me during a college dorm Halloween party in 1975 at the U of O.  Without many re-
sources available to me (think college student poor), I used some theatrical makeup from 
down the hall and an odd assortment of clothes to create my first clown, way before I be-
came one.  Something lit up and caught fire within me that evening, and I played and 
clowned from some previously unknown internal, intrinsic source.  Wow!  It was truly a 
transformative experience, discovering I had this gift.  Over the next few years, I put on 
some garish clown makeup and clothing a few times to ‘clown,’ but it was all instinctual, not 
pretty and definitely not polished.  Until 1980, that is.  A professional colleague and friend, 
who was an OSU extension agent, saw something in me and encouraged me to attend a 
weekend clown training workshop for people who would lead 4-H clown clubs.  I did, and 
over that weekend I learned the fundamentals of clowning, and Buster was birthed Septem-
ber 27, 1980 at the conclusion of that workshop.  So I’ve just passed my 34th anniversary of 
clowning (or Buster’s 34th birthday, if you look at it in clown years . . . ha!). 
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When was the first time you put on a clown nose and wig?  Tell us about 

that first clowning experience. 

 

I performed solo at a school carnival – Mary Eyre Elementary School in Salem 
– sometime in the fall of 1980, using a lot of canned classics and visual gags 
like ‘Suckers on the Line’ and ‘Best Seat in the House.’  A red union suit, three 
pairs of striped socks, cutoff shorts, rainbow clip-on suspenders, a short-
cropped red nylon wig, and a striped baseball cap made up my first costume.  
Yeesh!  Guess we all started somewhere. 

 

What other experience in clowning do you have? 

 

First performed in a troupe of four called Your Town 
Clowns in Salem, then as a duo with Angel Ocasio as 
Buster and Willy’s Suitcase Circus, including a stint at 
the Oregon Pavilion during EXPO 86 in Vancouver BC, 
and solo as Buster’s Red Nose Revue since the late 
1980’s performing at fairs, festivals, schools, libraries, 
civic events, and community centers.  Taught the Art of 
Clowning (or Clowning 101) through Chemeketa Community College for a number of 
years, and have also served on the staff at the University of Wisconsin – La Crosse 
Clown Camp, Comedifest, Northwest Festival of Clowns, and Clowns of American Inter-
national conventions.  In 1997, working with a few local clown friends, I developed Red 
Nose Festival Competition (aka Red Nose) as an alternative to traditional clown competi-
tions that would help participants become better, more complete clowns as they become 
aware of their strengths and areas needing attention.  Red Nose constructive critiques 
support the learning process, focus on individual merit, and recognize excellence.  I’ve 
contributed numerous articles to clown publications over the years, and have just started 
doing clown-on-rounds as Dr. Fun E. Bone at Salem Hospital once a week.  For more in-
formation and background, check out my web site at www.bustertheclown.net. 

 

What five words would best describe you as a clown? 

I’m going to give you five words that come to mind if I’m describing my clown character, 
Buster:  curious, wonder-filled, rascally, simple-minded, childlike.  And maybe a different 
spin, the five words that (I’d like to use to) describe me as a clown:  believable, approach-
able, physical, polished, passionate, professional, prepared, graceful, zany, witty, funny, 
spontaneous, spiritual, inspired, blessed, and humble.  (OK, so I lost count after the first 

four!) 
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How do you describe your style of clowning? 

Physical comedy mostly, with some illusions and bal-
ancing mixed in. 

 

My hospital clowning as Dr. Fun E. Bone, however, is 
calling for a whole new blend of skills and intensity, so 
now I’m incorporating verbalization (talking in a simple 
character voice) and close-up, interactive, visual bits. 

 

What clowning skills do you have? 

I find my humor in physical comedy and movement, 
can do some simple illusions and balancing, and can 
project a strong clown character.  I clown! 

 

Who are your clowning mentors? Why? 

Albert Alter and Angel Ocasio have been close friends, performing colleagues, and 
clown mentors for many, many years.  They have a strong sense of character and what 
makes up ‘the complete clown,’ have huge caring hearts, great role models, and are 
outstanding clowns and clown teachers.  They have been supportive and encouraging 

for more years than I deserve! 

 

Tell us a bit about your clown?  Name, costume, and 

why this was chosen. 

Buster comes from the silent comedy inspiration of Buster 
Keaton.  My look and costume have evolved over the 
years as my character has grown and evolved, from white-
face into a simple, European style Auguste, an everyman 
type character. 

 

Tell me about what motivates you as a clown. 

Finding and discovering new audiences AND new clown 
performing arts skills and abilities. 
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What frustrates you? 

“Oh, I hate clowns!  Just go away!!  (Face firmly planted in armpit)  Is he gone yet?”  Over
-the-top, seemingly illogical and incomprehensible over-reactions to the clown.  It is what 
it is; just have to let it roll off and move on! 

 

Also, on the clown development side, I’m uncomfortable with the over-emphasis on bal-

loons and face painting in the clown world.  I realize they’re useful and important skills 
that can be incorporated into clowning, but I’d like to see continued focus on character, 
comedy, and humor development among all of us clowns-in-progress. 

 

Where do you see yourself in five years? 

Right where I am today, just older, wiser, more skilled, more savvy, and a better clown.  
And I hope to be much more comfortable with my hospital clowning, and hope I’m able to 
incorporate my fledgling work-in-progress concertina into my performances and appear-
ances. 

 

Tell us a bit about yourself outside of clowning? 

Finally fully retired from my ‘day job’ managing special projects for the local school district 
a year and a half ago after 30 years total in public schools, so I’ve been able to pursue 
my clowning with more gusto 
since then.  Just walked our 
youngest daughter, Kate, down 
the aisle a couple of weeks ago, 
so have a new son-on-law added 
to the family, which is lovingly 
anchored by my better half, wife 
Sharon, for 27 years now, along 
with two older stepdaughters and 
three grandchildren.  In addition, 
I’m an 11 year cancer survivor, 
so I truly consider myself 
blessed. 
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What do you do for a day job? 

LIFE is my day job, living each day to its fullest, laughing as often as possible (and 
at myself as often as is needed to keep me humble and balanced), keeping myself 
in good physical shape by working out or cycling, scooping dog poop (another vote 
for humility) and walking said poopers Onnie and Charlie, cooking, gardening and 
yard work, rooting for the Ducks and Bills, enjoying the company of my best friend 
and love-of-my-life, Sharon, dreaming up life’s next big adventure, of course practic-
ing and rehearsing and preparing for the next clown gig, and being thankful for all of 
life’s gifts and graces. 

 

What are you hoping to get out of your membership to Rose City Clowns? 

Over the years, the Rose City Clown Alley has been a breeding ground, green-
house, and home to many outstanding clowns, and I hope to contribute whatever I 
can to maintain its supportive, educational heart for new, emerging, and developing 
‘complete’ clowns. 
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